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Welcome to Adoptions Together! Building your family through adoption is a
beautiful way to realize the dream of parenthood. As an organization who
believes that children grow best in stable, loving, well-supported, and prepared
families, we seek mature adults who have the capacity to meet the physical
and emotional needs of a child. Founded in 1990, Adoptions Together is
licensed in Maryland, Washington, D.C. and Virginia. We welcome every child
regardless of race, health or special need, and are honored to have helped
7,000+ children join loving adoptive families.

EVERY CHILD:
Domestic Infant Adoption: Adoptions Together welcomes all children in need
of an adoptive family and serves expectant parents in our region seeking
adoption services. Many of our adoptions are open and provide the opportunity
for birth and adoptive families to stay in touch. We facilitate the complete
adoption process and afterward our families receive support through our
comprehensive post placement services. 

Foster Care Adoption: Across the United States more than 100,000 children
wait in State foster care to be adopted. We work with prospective parents
interested in learning about the needs of these children and help you assess if
this type of adoption is right for your family. These children and sibling groups
are primarily over the age of eight and all have experienced some degree of
trauma in their precious young lives. We facilitate the complete adoption
process and afterward our families receive support through our comprehensive
post placement services.

International Adoption: We provide extensive support services for families
seeking to adopt children from overseas, including consultation to determine
which country is the best choice for individual circumstances; a home study
specific to the country; training; guidance in considering a child referred for
adoption; and post placement services.

EVERY FAMILY:
Home Study and Post Placement: Our team of compassionate and
experienced social workers provides a complete range of home study and post
placement services for families adopting through our agency’s placement
programs, as well as for families adopting through other agencies and through
independent adoptions.  

EVERY STEP OF THE WAY: 
Lifelong Family Support: Our mission of bringing children and families together
is equaled only by our commitment to supporting families lifelong. We offer
attachment-focused, adoption competent counseling, support groups,
community and professional education, parenting seminars, webinars and
summer programs. We also have fun recreational activities. We are your
partner in whatever capacity you want as your child matures.

If you would like to expand your family through adoption with an organization
that takes a holistic approach to building and support, we urge you to consider
Adoptions Together. Please feel free to call with any questions. Thank you!

Janice Goldwater, LCSW-C | Founder & CEO 1



The Adoption Home Study
We believe that each family who adopts deserves professional,
ethical and sensitive treatment during the home study
experience. We also believe that each child who is adopted
needs a permanent family that will provide the best possible
parenting, no matter their challenges. 

Home studies help prepare prospective adoptive parents for the
tasks of raising a child who was not born into their family. They
also provide assurance to individuals who are responsible for
placing a child for adoption that the family is properly equipped
to take care of a child. A home study consists of a series of
interviews with a social worker, the collection of documents
about the family, and a written narrative report. 

Home studies are required in most states and, if you are
adopting internationally, by the United States Citizen
Immigration Service (USCIS) and the country where the child
resides. 

Home Study 101:
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The minimum age to adopt is 25 years of age. Couples
must be married for 1 year or have been partnered and
living together for at least 2 years at the time of the home
study application. 
Adoptions Together requires that a single parent must be
50 years or younger at the time of application for the
adoption of an infant. If part of a couple, the couple’s
combined age should not exceed 100. Ages may be older if
you are adopting from foster care. 
The prospective parent should be in sufficient health to be
expected to raise a child to adulthood.
Sufficient financial resources are required at the time of
home study approval to afford adoption expenses and to
provide adequate care for the adopted child. All family
members need to be covered by medical insurance. The
primary earner should have life insurance to cover one year
of salary. The reason for these financial guidelines is to
protect both the adopted child and the family from serious
financial distress.

Eligibility:

Please note that these are the eligibility requirements for a domestic home 
study. Eligibility varies from country to country for international home studies.
Click here to view eligibility requirements for all countries.

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/Intercountry-Adoption/Intercountry-Adoption-Country-Information.html


Home Study Process
After formal application with a primary provider or agency
specifically approved to work in your country of choice, a
family may begin the home study. We believe that each
family who adopts deserves professional, ethical, and sensitive
treatment during the home study experience. We also believe
that each child who is adopted needs a permanent family
that will provide the best possible parenting, no matter their
challenges. 
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Application interview begins the process.

Family completes home study documents, such as
clearances, medical reports and financial information.

Family takes trainings specific to
the type of adoption chosen. 

Three additional interviews for a couple; 
two additional interviews for a single person. 

Home study report completed within 90 days from the
time all documents have been submitted. *

*The home study can be expedited and completed
within 30 days if there is a compelling need to do so. 
It can also be updated annually and/or as needed. 

Adoption 
Parenting 
Your Life Story 
Marriage/ Relationships 

Sample Topics Discussed in a Home Study:

6 Home study report is reviewed by 
primary provider before finalization. 

Child Care Plans 
Work and Finances 
Home and Community 
References 



Training for Adoptive Families

4

U.S. rules about international adoption require that families
complete ten hours of training. China regulations require twelve
hours of training for families adopting from that country. 

Click here to view the International Adoption Trainings.

International Adoption Home Studies

Adoptions Together offers several online webinar trainings for
families who are not adopting from our Domestic Infant
Program or Foster Care Adoption Program. 

Click here to view our online webinars.

Online Adoption Training

https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/international-adoption-training/
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/international-adoption-training/
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/international-adoption-training/
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/on-demand-videos/
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/on-demand-videos/
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/on-demand-videos/
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/for-families/education-and-training/on-demand-videos/


Sample Contracts &
Additional Information
Should Adoptions Together become a primary provider for a
specific country, you will be expected to complete a contract
addressing services provided. A sample contract is provided here.
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The number of its adoption placements per year for the prior
three calendar years, and the number and percentage of
those placements that remain intact, are disrupted, or have
been dissolved as of the time the information is provided.
The number of parents who apply to adopt on a yearly basis,
based on data for the prior three calendar years.
The number of children eligible for adoption and awaiting an
adoptive placement referral through Adoptions Together.

Upon request, we will provide you with
the following information:

Click here to view the International Adoption Contract.

Click here to view the Home Study Contract.

Please click here to request this information and we
will reply within 1 business day. 

Click here to view Adoption Together's International
Adoption Policies.

Adoptions Together International Adoption Policies

https://www.adoptionstogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/INTERNATIONAL-ADOPTION-CONTRACT.pdf
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Home_Study_Agreement.pdf
https://at.myadoptionportal.com/eform/view.php?id=333479
https://at.myadoptionportal.com/eform/view.php?id=333479
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/AT-International-Adoption-Policies.pdf


Example Documentation
for Adoptions Together
Home Study
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Forms and instructions will be provided by
Adoptions Together once your application is approved.

Birth certificates for all persons in home
Statement of net worth and other supporting financial
documentation such as most recent tax return and
employment letter 
Three letters of reference 
Medical reports for all persons in home 
State and FBI clearances for all persons 18 and older in the
home and for frequent visitors
Domestic home studies: need CPS clearances for previous
states in which each adult lived within the last 5 years
International home studies: CPS clearances for all states and
countries in which each adult has lived from the age 18+
Certified copy of driving records 
Sanitary Survey (MD), Fire Department inspection (except
Baltimore County )
Home safety checklist 
Child support clearances 
School adjustment report if the child in the home is in school 
Training certificates covering number of hours of training
required 
Documentation of pet vaccinations 
Final adoption decree for any previously adopted child in
home
Emergency escape plan 
Marriage and divorce decrees 
Guardianship statement 
Autobiographies 
Home study agreement

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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CASE
MANAGEMENT

FEE

TECHNOLOGY
FEE

HOME
STUDY

FEE

TRAINING

POST-
ADOPTION
REPORTS

$800

$500

$150

$1,400

$350-
$500

$350 per
visit  with

report

Due at t ime of application approval .

Due at t ime of application approval .

Due at confirmation of receipt of al l
required home study documents.

Due at t ime of training registration.

At minimum, 1  post-adoption visit  with report 
is  required within 2 months of placement.

Remaining post-adoption schedule depends 
on country requirements.  Due once home 

study is approved. 

HOME
STUDY

UPDATE

EXPEDITED
INITIAL

HOME STUDY

$775

$1,100

Due at t ime of application approval .

APPLICATION
FEE

SERVICE COST TIME DUE

Timing of an international home study update is
determined by the requirements of your primary
provider ,  foreign country,  and/or USCIS.  Payment

due at confirmation of receipt of al l  required
home study update documents.  

Expedited services are provided on a case by
case basis .  All  fees for expedited services due
upon application approval and are in addition

to the application,  administrative,  case
management,  and home study fee.

EXPEDITED
INTERNATIONAL

HOME STUDY
UPDATE

$200

Payment due at confirmation of receipt of
al l  required home study update documents.

This fee is in addition to the home study
update fee.

International Adoption Home Study Fees
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POST-PLACEMENT
SUPERVISION FOR
ADDITIONAL CHILD

DURING SAME VISIT 

INTERNATIONAL POST-
PLACEMENT/ADOPTION

SUPERVISION FOR
ADDITIONAL CHILD

DURING SAME
VISIT/SEPARATE

REPORTS

POST-PLACEMENT
SUPERVISORY PHONE

CONFERENCE WITH
REPORT

$100

$150 per
visit/

report

$350
per
visit

$150 
per phone
conference

Due prior to the placement of a child.  
 

Please note:  this fee is  paid in addition
to the post-placement fee.

Due prior to placement of a child.

Due prior to placement of a child.

Due prior to placement of a child.

EXPEDITED FEE
FOR POST-

PLACEMENT
REPORT

SERVICE COST TIME DUE

Additional Post-Placement Fees

Due prior to placement of a child.

POST-PLACEMENT
SUPERVISORY PHONE

CONFERENCE
WITHOUT  REPORT

$50



NOTARY
FINALIZATION
OF ADOPTION

DC FINALIZATION
INTERIM COURT

REPORT

DC FINALIZATION
FINAL COURT

REPORT

MD FINALIZATION

$550 +
$250 per

additional
child

$50

$300

$500

N/A

Due when adoption petit ion is
f i led with court .

Due when Order of Reference is
received by Adoptions Together.

Due when Order of Reference is received
by Adoptions Together.

No special  reports due unless specif ically
requested by the court .

For any state that requires this
f inalization service.

VA COURT
FINALIZATION

REPORT

SERVICE COST TIME DUE

Finalization Fees
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$600*

$1 ,200*

Due at confirmation of receipt of al l
required home study documents.

SERVICE COST TIME DUE

Subsequent Adoption Home Study Fees

SUBSEQUENT
INTERNATIONAL

HOME STUDY (FOR
ADDITIONAL CHILD
WITHIN 3 YEARS  OF

PREVIOUS A.T.  HOME
STUDY)

SUBSEQUENT
INTERNATIONAL

HOME STUDY (FOR
ADDITIONAL CHILD 

3+ YEARS  SINCE 
PREVIOUS A.T.  HOME

STUDY)

Due at confirmation of receipt of al l
required home study documents.

*Each new adoption requires a new application to be submitted. As such, the fees
l isted above do not include the application,  administrative,  and case management
fees,  which wil l  be invoiced to you upon application approval .   
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PROGRAM
CONVERSION FEE

(WITHIN ADOPTIONS
TOGETHER PROGRAMS)

HOME STUDY
AMENDMENT

CONSULTATION
REGARDING AN

IDENTIFIED CHILD

HOME STUDY
RESTART FEE

TRAVEL FEE

$775

$775

$200

$0.63/
MILE

Any change made to home study after it  has
been f inalized. Due prior to service.

Review of documentation and
conversation with social  worker .  Due at

time of request .  Additional fees assessed if
written report is  required.

Due if  home study documents are
not completed within 6 months

of application payment.

I f  you l ive more than 50 miles from the nearest
off ice or your assigned social  worker 's  home,

you wil l  be invoiced $0.63 per mile round tr ip.

RETURNED
CHECK FEE

$35

Changing from one Adoptions Together
program to another.  Due at t ime of

request for conversion.

INTERSTATE
RELOCATION

UPDATE

SERVICE COST TIME DUE

Other Fees and Services

Moving from one state to another within
Maryland, Virginia,  or Washington, DC. Payment

due at confirmation of receipt of al l  required
home study update documents.

$200

$100-
$250



Additional Fees Paid to
Outside Organizations:

Fingerprinting for Criminal Clearances:

$50-$75 Per Person

Child Protective Services (CPS) Clearances, Varies by State:

$0-$35 Per Person

Out of State Police Clearances: 

Varies by Jurisdiction

Sanitary and Fire Department Inspections:

$0-$100 (If Required by Your Jurisdiction)

Driving Records: 

$15-$20 Per Person

Completion of Medical Forms: 

Dependent on Physician's Fees

Primary Providers and Foreign Service Providers in Country:

(Including, But Not Limited to, Travel, Translation, 

Care of Child or Contributions) 

Fees Dependent on Service and Provider
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Financing Your Adoption

Fees for birth parent counseling
Legal fees and court costs
Medical expenses (hospital expenses of the biological
mother and newborn infant).

The military will reimburse active-duty personnel for most one-
time adoption costs up to $2,000 per child, whether adopting
a domestic healthy infant or older child, or a child from abroad
(travel costs, foreign or domestic, are not covered). There is a
maximum reimbursement of $5,000 in a given year, even if
both parents are in the military. Reimbursement is made only
after the adoption is finalized and only if the adoption was
provided through a state adoption agency or a not-for-profit
private agency. Adoption and placement fees that may be
reimbursed include: 

The military's Exceptional Family Member Program is
designed to ensure that the adoptive families of children with
special needs are assigned to duty stations where the child's
needs may be met. In some instances, a military family caring
for an adopted disabled child may receive monthly assistance
up to $1,000 under the military's Program for Persons with
Disabilities. 

While the military has long provided health care for adopted
children, as part of the health benefits provided by the Federal
government to military personnel and their dependents, it is
now available for adopted children as soon as they are placed
in your home, rather than having to wait until the adoption is
finalized. Moreover, military health care does not require a
waiting period for pre-existing conditions. Military personnel
may make use of leave programs similar to those offered by
civilian employers. Reimbursements and benefits apply
whether the adopting parent is single or married and whether
the adoption is completed in the US or overseas. 

**NOTE: Independent adoptions, or adoptions provided
through a for-profit adoption agency, do not qualify for military
reimbursements. 

For more information about adoption for military families,
www.nmfa.org. 

Military Benefit Programs
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https://www.militaryfamily.org/


Financing Your Adoption

Families adopting through the International Adoption
Program typically travel overseas to complete their adoptions.
You can use frequent flyer miles to reduce the cost of airfare
significantly. Many credit card companies offer frequent flyer
miles as incentives. Check with your individual credit card
issuers to see if this benefit is available to you.

Credit Cards and Frequent Flyer Miles
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Please contact the National Adoption Foundation to explore
grants and loans specifically for adoption by visiting
www.fundyouradoption.org. Please note that loan approval is
required for home study approval. 

Adoption Loan Information

Payment Information

All invoices for fees paid to Adoptions Together will be
generated and shared with the client via MyAdoption Portal.
Clients can pay online through the portal, mail or deliver a check
to our office, or contact a staff member to make payment by
phone.

How to Pay:

Waive or Reduction of Fees:
Fees may be waived or reduced on rare occasions with approval
from the Director of Placement Services.

https://www.fundyouradoption.org/


Education & Support Services

Adoption Preparation Classes
Post-Adoption Seminars for Adoptive Families
Specialized Seminars on Domestic and International
Adoption
Online and On-Demand Adoption and Parent Education
Courses
Support Groups for Parents, Children and Families
Educational Conferences for Parents and Professionals
School Education Programs for Teachers and
Administrators
Professional Development Seminars and Programs
Consultations for Professionals (e-mail and telephone)
Attachment Training Series for Professionals

Adoptions Together offers adoption education and parent
training on a wide range of topics that address the unique
needs of adoptive, blended, foster and kinship care families.
Seminars and workshops cover topics such as attachment
and trauma, grief and loss, parenting a teen, talking to
children about adoption, navigating the birthparent
relationship, managing challenging behaviors, and trans-
racial adoption. We strive to make parent training affordable,
convenient, and easily accessible by offering in person, online,
and on-demand options for parent training and adoption
education. 

Adoptions Together offers counseling and support programs
for parents, children, and families that provide a safe
atmosphere to share common issues and concerns. Special
events such as the Annual Family Connections Conference
are designed to educate and inform, forge connections,
strengthen family bonds, and celebrate the many ways that
families are formed.

Adoptions Together offers a wide array of adoption education
and support services for children, families and professionals
that are relevant, cost effective, and easily accessible. Our
adoption education, training and support programs include: 

For more information about the services we offer, please
contact us at info@adoptionstogether.org or visit us online
www.familyworkstogether.org.
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mailto:info@adoptionstogether.org
https://www.familyworkstogether.org/


4061 Powder Mill Rd | Suite 320
Calverton, MD 20705

2505B Lord Baltimore Drive
Baltimore, MD 21224

5250 Cherokee Ave | Suite 203
Alexandria, VA 22312

508 Kennedy St. NW | Suite 300
Washington, DC 20011

Office Locations:

Connect With Us!

301-439-2900

info@adoptionstogether.org

www.adoptionstogether.org

Contact Us:

@adopttogether

@adopttogether

@adoptionstogether

Adoptions Together and FamilyWorks Together

Quick Links:

Register for an information session or watch online here.

Learn more about our placement programs here.

Complete an online application here.

Contact a home study specialist here.

Join our email list for news and updates here.
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mailto:info@adoptionstogether.org
https://www.facebook.com/adopttogether
https://www.facebook.com/adopttogether
https://twitter.com/AdoptTogether
https://twitter.com/AdoptTogether
https://www.instagram.com/adoptionstogether/
https://www.instagram.com/adoptionstogether/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/adoptions-together
https://www.linkedin.com/company/adoptions-together
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/adopting/information-meetings/
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/adopting/
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/adopting/adoption-application/
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/contact-us/
https://bit.ly/3bDyrIZ

